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EARNEST FRANK REDMAN 
Statement by Member for Roe 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [12.55 pm]:  I pay tribute to Ernest Frank Redman, affectionately known as Ernie to 
young and old, who received an Order of Australia medal in the general division in the Queen’s birthday honours 
on Monday.  Ernie received his award for service to the community as a supporter of school student tours to the 
Burma-Thai railway prisoner of war memorial.  These tours are known as the Quiet Lion tours.  

On 13 June 1940 Ernie enlisted with the 2nd/3rd Machine Gun Battalion and was sent to the Middle East to 
Assyria.  In January 1942, while on its way back to Australia, the battalion was put ashore at Batavia, now 
Jakarta, which was under Dutch control, to help deal with the Japanese invasion.  After three days of fighting, 
the Dutch surrendered, and the members of the Australian battalion became prisoners of war.  Ernie spent three 
and a half years as a prisoner of war under the command of “Weary” Dunlop.  He spent three months in Java.  
He then spent 18 months on the now infamous Burma-Thailand railway.  Following a 70-day boat trip from 
Singapore to Japan, he spent 12 months working in a coalmine in Japan, until his release.  

In 2000, at the age of 83, Ernie became involved with the Quiet Lion tours.  These tours are organised by former 
members of the battalion, and they initially involved students from high schools in Western Australia.  For the 
past six years Ernie has not only travelled with students from Esperance High School, but has also been actively 
involved in the fundraising and organisation of each trip.  One of the students who went on the trip in 2003 was 
my daughter.  During his involvement with the Quiet Lion tours, Ernie has taken 37 students, nine high school 
teachers and two primary school teachers on the tours.  This Parliament congratulates Ernie on his devotion to 
our country as a soldier, and on his involvement with the Quiet Lion tours.  His Order of Australia medal is well 
deserved.   
 


